| Am A Baptist Because
Jesus Built A Baptist Church

God preparedaBaptist preacher, JohntheBaptigt,
to teach and baptize believers. Jesus endorsed the
mes sage and bap tism of thisfirst Baptist.

Matthew 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist,
preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,... 13 Then

cometh JesusfromGal i leeto Jor danuntoJohn, tobe
baptized of him... 15 And Jesusan swer ing said unto

him, Suf fer it to be so now: for thusit becometh usto
ful fil all righteousness. Then hesuf fered him.

Jesusestablished Hisfirst churchdur ingthedays
of His persona ministry. Jesus promised that His
kind of baptizing churchwould continuethrough out
history, referredtoasBaptist churchper petuity. Jesus
commissioned and au tho rized His type of church to
teach and bap tizein Hispower. Sincefounded by Je-
sus, theLord’ skind of Baptist churcheshave ex isted
throughout all history.

Mat thew 16:18 And | [Jesus]say also unto thee, That
thouart Peter [petros, small rock], and upon thisrock

[petra, large rock] | will build my church; and the
gatesof hell shall not prevail againstit...28:16 Then

the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a
moun tainwhere Je sushad ap pointed them... 18 And

Jesuscameand spakeuntothem, saying, All power is
givenunto mein heavenandinearth. 19 Goyethere

fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghost: 20 Teachingthemto ob serveall thingswhat-
soever | havecommanded you: and, lo, | amwithyou

alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. Acts
16:5 And so were the churches established in the

faith, andin creasedinnumber daily.
Je sus bap tised thefirst church in the Holy Spirit and
publically displayed His approval of their worship
and ser vice on the Day of Pentacost. This baptism
andaccompany ing micacleswasrepeatedtoauthen
ti cate missionsto the Gentiles.

Acts 221 And when the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they were al with one accord in one place. 2
And sud denly there cameasound from heaven asof a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. 4 And they were al filled with the
Holy Ghost... 11:15 And as | began to speak, the
Holy Ghost fell onthem, asonusat thebeginning. 16
Thenremembered | theword of the L ord, how that he
said, Johnindeed baptizedwithwater; butyeshall be
bap tized with the Holy Ghost.

The Lord' sfirst church was comprised of believers
who had been taught and bap tized by John the Bap-
tist, a preacher sent from God. These first church
mem berswerethe apostleswho were Baptistsin be-
lief, practice, and baptism. Mathias, thereplacement
for Ju das, was also Baptistic.

1 Corinthians 12:28 And God hath set some in the
church, firstapostles... Acts1:22 Beginningfromthe
bap tism of John, unto that same day that hewastaken
upfromus, must onebeor dainedtobeawit nesswith
us of his resurrection... 26 and the lot fell upon

Matthias; and he was hum bered with the el even apos-
tles.

Baptism pictures the gospel of Christ as well as the
death of the believer to sin and new lifein Christ.

1Corinthians15:1Moreover, brethren, | declareunto
youthegospd ... 3For | deliv ereduntoyoufirst of al

that which | also received, how that Christ died for

our sinsac cordingtothescriptures; 4 Andthat hewas
bur ied, and that herose again thethird day ac cording

to the scriptures. Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so

many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried

with him by baptisminto death: that likeasChrist was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,

even so wealso should walk in new nessof life. 5 For

if we havebeen plantedto getherinthelikenessof his
death, weshall beasointhelikenessof hisresur rec-

tion... 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once:

but inthat heliveth, heliveth unto God. 11 Likewise
reckonyealsoyour selvesto bedeadindeed untosin,

but alive unto God through Je sus Christ our Lord.

ThenameBaptistisfound 15timesintheNew Testa
ment and baptizedconverts had Baptist bdiefs and
Baptist bap tism.

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word
were baptized: and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls... 47 And the

Lord added to the church daily such as should be
saved.

In New Testament, all churches were Baptistic in
teachings and bap tism, and therewas no need for de-
nominational names. These churches were Baptist
churchesand wereidenti fied by theareainwhichthe
churcheswerelo cated. Baptist teachingsand Baptist
baptism spread and continued except for heresies

spreading like weeds. For example, a few men in
Ephesus had fal se bap tism but they thought they had
John’s baptism. How ever, they knew nothing of the
Holy Spirit whom John preached.

Matthew 3:11 | indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier
than |, whose shoes | am not wor thy to bear: he shall

bap tize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. Acts
11:16 Thenremem bered | theword of theL ord, how
that he said, John in deed bap tized with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Acts 19:1
... Paul hav ing passed through the up per coasts came
to Ephesus. and finding certaindisci ples, 2 Hesaid
unto them, Have yere ceived the Holy Ghost sinceye
believed? And they said unto him, We have not so
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 3

And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye bap-
tized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. 4 Then
said Paul, Johnver ily baptizedwiththebaptismof re
pentance, say inguntothepeo ple, that they shouldbe
lieve on him which should come af ter him, that is, on
Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they were bap-
tized in the name of the Lord Je sus.

Near the end of the first century, God used John the
apostle to describe the spiritual decline in five of
seven Bap tist churchesin AsiaMi nor. Je suswarned
the five errant churches that they would cease to be
Hisif their er ror wasnot cor rected.

Revelation1:20...thesevencandlestickswhichthou
sawest are the seven churches... 2:5 Remember
thereforefromwhencethouart fallen, andrepent, and
do the first works; or else | will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, ex cept thou repent... 3:22 Hethat hath an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

A Biblical Church Is A BaptistAssembly

Biblical churches are local assemblies that are
Baptistic in teaching and baptism. Each Baptist
church is commissioned by Jesuswith a mission to
evangelize and establish other Baptist churches of
like or der and faith.

Mat thew 28:18 And Jesuscameand spakeuntothem,
say ing, All power isgiven unto mein heavenandin
earth. 19 Goyetherefore, andteach all nations, bap-
tizing theminthe nameof the Father, and of the Son,
and of theHoly Ghost: Acts1:8 Butyeshall receive

power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
andyeshall bewit nessesuntomebothinJerusalem,
andinal Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the ut ter-
most part of the earth. Colossians 2:5 For though | be
absent in the flesh, yet am | with you in the spirit,
joyingandbeholdingyour or der, andthe stedfastness
of your faith in Christ.

Each Baptist church is a complete autonomous,in
digenous body of Christ with Jesus as her head.

Ephesians1:22 And hath put all thingsunder his[Je

sus'] feet, and gave him to be the head over all things
to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of

himthatfillethall inall. Colossians1:18 And heisthe
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning,
thefirst born fromthe dead; that in all thingshe might

havethepreemi nence.

Each Baptig church is the house of God. A Baptist
churchisthepil lar and groundfor preser vation of the
Bi ble, God'sTruth.

1 Timothy 3:15 ...that thou mayest know how thou
oughtest to be havethy self inthehouse of God, which
isthe church of theliv ing God, the pil lar and ground
of the truth.

History of Baptist Churches

Throughout history, Baptist churcheshavetaught and
baptizedbeliev ersand or ganizedthemintonew Bap-
tist churches. Inthispro cess, Baptistsdistrib uted the
Bible in copied and translated forms throughoutthe
world. Baptists trandated and spread the Bible to
people in their own languages.

TheBi blehastrav eled through the cen tu rieson the
Royal High way of the Trail of Blood, the history of
Baptist churches. Baptist churchessendmissionaries
to spread the Word of God.

Acts 13:49 And the word of the Lord was published
throughoutall the region. Colossians 3:16 Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teachingandad monishingoneanotherinpsalmsand
hymnsand spir i tual songs, singingwithgraceinyour
hearts to the Lord.

Since Jesus started His first church, Baptists (with
various nicknames) have continued throughoutthe
centuries, taking the Word of God wherever they
went and establishing churches in the faith. They
were called heretics and Anabaptists (Greek,



re-immersers) by Roman and Orthodox Catholics,
Protestants, and other man-made churches because
they refused to accept baptisms of these false
churches. Anabaptist churchesused the Bi bleasthe
standard for life and baptized all believers who had
questionabl ebaptisms.

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word
were baptized: and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls. 16:5 And so
were the churches established in the faith, and in-
creased in numberdaily.

Montanist (meaning mountain people) Baptists of
Phrygia (2nd century), led by Montanus and
Tertullian, spread throughout AsiaMi nor.

Novatian Bap tists (3rd cen tury), named for their pas-
tor, Novatian (Roman phi loso pher convertedin 250
A.D.), spread throughout the Roman Empire from
Armeniato Spain, and into the great cities of Con-
stantinople, Alexandria, Carthage, and Rome. They
were numerous in Phrygia where M ontanists joined
them.

Donatist Baptistsof North Af rica(4th-7thcenturies),
named for their pastor, Donatus, spread throughout
North Af ricain an area2000 mileslong (Egypt to the
Atlantic) by 300 miles wide (Mediterranean Sea to
the desert).

Paulician Baptistsof Armenia (7th-12th centuries)
were known for their love of Paul’s Epistles. T har
pastor, Silvanus, calledhisfol low ersPaulinecongre
gations.

Albigense Baptistsof Albi, France (11th-13th centu-
ries),inthePyreneesMountainswereevangelizedby
the Paulicians of Asia. They spread throughout
Franceandltaly.

Paterine Bap tists, also called Cathari (L atin, catharoi
meaning pure ones), flourished in Italy, France and
more especially in the South of France (11th-13th
centuries). They were evangelizedby thePaulicians
of Asia. Paterine Bap tiststook inthedaugh tersof in-
di gentnoblemenandedu catedthemintheScriptures.

Petrobrussian Bap tistsof South ern France (12th cen
tury) were named for their pastor, Peter de Bruys,
who was suc ceeded by Henry of Lusanne, It aly, and
eventually becameknown asHenricians. TheseBap-
tists spread to Swit zer land with the Word of God.

Arnoldist Baptistsof Italy (12th century) werenamed
for their pastor, Armold of Brescia, great teacher of
soul-liberty who was martyred for the faith. They
evangelizedSwitzerland.

Waldenseor Vaudois(var ied spell ingsfromtheL atin
vallismeaning dwell ersinval leys) Baptistsof Swit-
zerland and of the Al pine (Alps) of the Piedmont re-
gion of Itay (12th-13th centuries) wereled by Peter
Waldo. Waldensian Baptists taught that the Holy
Scriptures are the highest standard of judgment,the
onlyauthoritative rule of faith.

WaldenseBaptistsspread them selvesand their teach-
ings al over Europeand Englandinthe12th century
A.D.Their spiri tual descen dantsinthe 14th century
becameteachersof Wickliffeandhisfol low ers. Over
half the peo pleof Englandwhofol lowed Wick liffe's
teachingbecameBaptists.

Anabaptistsof theRef or mationPeriodinEuropeand
England (16th-17th centuries) taught that the Scrip-
tures are the only authority in matters of faith and
practice.

[Anabaptists] sent forth a multitude of missionaries
so that Melancthos could say that they went whereno
evangelical, Lutheran and Zwinglian, had pene
trated... Forahundred yearsSwit zer land wasdrained
of her sturdy sons, who in great num bers braved the
loss of their goods and the long jour ney through hos-
tileter ri tory and the price set upon their heads by the
Bavariandukesinor der toreachMoravia, wherethey
might enjoy some little freedom to worship God.
From M oravia, they sent out missionariesin scoresto
all partsof Ger many, Tyrol and Swit zer land, to Hun-
gary, Silesaand Po land, who took their livesin their
hands that they might preach the word of their Re-
deemer and raise up churches to his praise... [Ana-
baptists] were the most determined col porteurs and
missionariesthroughout Europe. Theonlyref erencel
have found to any heathen land | have given in
Armitage, where the persecuted flock think of set-
tling in Amer icaamong “thered JewsColum bushas
justdiscovered.” Thiswasin1524...(Jarrell’ sBaptist
Church Perpetuity,p. 189-190).

WelchBaptistsof Walesclaimcontinuousexistence
fromap ostolictimestothe present.

They would have or der and no confusion—theword
of God their only rule.. The Olchon Baptists must

havebeenaseparatepeople, maintainingtheor der of
theNew Testamentinev ery gener ationfromtheyear
63tothepresenttime(Davis History of Welsh Bap-
tists, p. 19)

Baptists immigrated to America to spread the mis-
sionary Gospel of Christ and organize new Baptist
churches, and to teach God’'s Word to the people.
Baptist churches continue to send missionaries
through outtheworldgivingtheBi bletothepeoplein
their own languages.

What You Bdlieve

Does Make A Difference!
All truth is God’ struth. God’ s Word, the
Bible, is the complete written revelation of
truth which sanctifies (sets apart unto holi-

ness) the soul. John 17:17 Sanctify themthrough
thy truth: thy word is truth.

Any teaching or doctrine contrary to the
Bible is heresy. All heresies are sinful be-
cause they violate the truth of God’s Word.
Any errorwill damneter nally unlessatoned
by the blood of Christ. Lev.5:18.. thepriestshall

make an atonement for himcon cerning hisignorance
whereinheerredandwist it not, andit shall befor given

him. Heb. 9:11 But Christ being comean high priest of
good thingsto come, by a greater and more per fect ta-

bernacle, not made with hands... 12 Neither by the
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he en-

teredinonceinto the holy place, having ob tained eter-
nal redemptionfor us.. 10: 10\Wearesancti fiedthrough

the of fer ing of the body of Je sus Christ oncefor all.
It matters what you believe! Sincerity is
no substitute for the truth. Remember the

prophet who was de ceived by hisfriendinto
disobey ing God. Theprophet lost hislifefor

sincerely believing alie! 1 Kings 13:17 For it
was said to me [the good prophet] by the word of the
LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water

there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou
camest. 18 He said unto him, | am a prophet also as

thou art; and an an gel spake unto me by the word of
the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into

thine house, that he may eat bread and drink wa ter.
But he lied unto him. 19 So he went back with him,

and did eat bread in his house, and drank wa-
ter...13:261t is the man of God,

who was disobedient unto the
word of theLORD: thereforethe

LORD hath delivered him unto
the lion, which hath torn him,

and slain him, accordingtothe

word of the LORD, which he spake unto him.
Every heresy is contrary to the truth, yet
some heresies are more harmful than others

be causesometruthsaremorevi tal thanothers.
No truth is non-essentia, but some truth is
non-vital. By comparison, my eyes and legs
andarmsareessentia for my completeuseful-
ness, but they arenot vi tal. | havebroken some
of my ap pend agesand my eyesaredeteriating
with age. | know that | can live without them.
Likewise, dl truthisessential tothecomplete
unity, peace, prosperity and well being of
God' speopleandtotheir reward hereaf ter; but
al truth is not vital. A Christian may not
know and obey all truth but he is account-
able for al truth. The Lord requiresoso4ss



His churchesto teach ALL TRUTH.
Matt. 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things

what soever | havecommandedyou: and, lo, | amwith
you al way, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 2

Corinthi ans5: 10 For wemust all ap pear beforethe
judg ment seat of Christ; that ev ery onemay re ceive

thethingsdonein hisbody, ac cordingtothat hehath
done, whether it be good or bad.

People may be wrong on baptism, the
Lord’s Supper, church membership and
many other truths and still be saved, if they
have been washed and made white in the
blood of theLamb. How ever, all her esiesare
harmful; but thosethat subvertvi tal truthsare
damning. As Baptists who uphold the truth,
we can help other believers avoid problems
and even death by turning (converting) them
from sinful disbelief of the truth. Helping
other Christiansobey thetruth will stop them

from committing a multitude of sins.
James 5:19 Brethren, if any of you do err fromthetruth,

and one convert him; 20 Let him know, that he which
converteththesin ner fromtheer ror of hisway shall save

a soul fromdeath, and shall hidea mul ti tude of sins.

A Baptist Answers A Protestant

1. Why are you a Baptist? Because Jesus
Christandall HisapostleswereBaptists, for
they were al baptized by the first Baptist
preacher.

2. Where do you find Scriptural authority
for wearing the name Baptist?”

Matt. 3:1 In those days came John the Bap-
tist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea.

God calls the preacher He sent to prepare
the material out of which HisSonwasto or-
ganize His church, a Baptist. The only bap-
tism that ever came from heaven; that God
the Father ever sanctioned by audi blevoice;
that the Holy Spirit ever approved by avisi-
ble manifestation of His presence; that the
Lord Jesus, King of Glory, ever submitted

to, was Baptist baptism. All other baptisms
camefrommen. Noman hasfol lowed Christ
in baptism, until like his Lord, he has been
baptized by a Baptist preacher with correct
church authority.

If Jesus had been baptized to induct
Himintothepriest hood, it would have
been done by a Jewish priest, not a
Baptist preacher. The very fact that
God sent John to baptize showsthat it
wassomethingnew andnotacontinu
ationof anOld Testamentriteor cere-
mony.

3. “Can you give chapter and verse
?” Yes. “ In those days came John the
Baptist, preaching in the wilderness
of Judaea” (Matt. 3:1) God calls the
man who baptized Jesus a Baptist. If
the Lord Jesus walked sixty miles to
get a man whom His Father called a
Baptist to baptize Him, that name
ought to be good enough for any fol-
lower of His.

4. “Are the disciples of Christ ever
called Baptists in the New Testa
ment?’ No. They are ssimply called
churches without any distinguishing
name, asall churchesthenwereof one
faith and needed no name except the
church of Jerusalem or Antioch or
Corinth or the churches of Judea or of
Galatia or of Asia. But let the reader
bear in mind, too, that no New Testa
ment church isever called a Christian
church; that the name Baptist came
from God, while the name Christian

came from the heathen; and that the
name Baptist was first used in Judea,
during the personal ministry of our
Lord, of His forerunner, while the
name Christian originated ten or
twelve years after the death of our
Lord at the heathen city Antioch.

5. “If so, where 7' Nowhere. They
are caled disciples or believers or
brethrenor saintsor sheep by theMas
ter and the Apostles.

6. “Isit necessary to be a Baptist in
order to be saved?’ No. Jesus saves,
not the church. The blood of Jesus
washesaway the stainsof sin, not bap-
tism: “ Butif wewalkinthelight, ashe
isin the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin” (1 Jno. 1:7). Men become chil-
dren of God by faithin Christ: “ For ye
are all the children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus’ (Gal. 3:26); “But as
many asreceived him, tothemgavehe
power to become the sons of God,
eventothemthat believeon hisname”
(Jno. 1:12); not by the natura birth:
“That is, They which are the children
of the flesh, these are not the children
of God: but the children of the prom-
ise are counted for the seed” (Rom.
9:8); “Which were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God” (Jno. 1:13);
nor by obedience: “For as by one
man’ s disobedience many were made

sinners, so by the obedience of one
shall many bemaderighteous’ (Rom.
5:19), nor by works: “ But to him that
wor keth not, but believeth on himthat
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness’ (Rom.
4:5); nor by joining the church:
“Praising God, and having favour
with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as
should be saved” (Acts 2 :47). Men
are borninto the family of God by the
new birth, but men are not born into
the church. Luke saysthe Lord added
to the church daily “ Praising God,
and havingfavour withall thepeople.
And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved” (Acts
2:47). Savation first, then baptism
and church-membership.

7. “If so, which kind of a Baptist,
there are about adozen dif ferentBap-
tist denominations?’ Nokind at all. A
sinner is saved by the blood of Jesus
before and without baptism, if saved
at all. In Exodus 12:13-28: “ And the
blood shall beto you for a token upon
the houses where ye are: and when |
seetheblood, | will passover you, and
the plague shall not be upon youto de-
stroy you, when | smite the land of
Egypt. And this day shall be unto you
for amemorial; and ye shall keep it a
feast to the LORD throughout your
generations; ye shall keep it afeast by
an ordinance for ever. Seven days



shall ye eat unleavened bread; even
the first day ye shall put away leaven
out of your houses:. for whosoever
eateth leavened bread from the first
day until the seventh day, that soul
shall be cut off fromlsrael. Andinthe
first day there shall be an holy convo-
cation, and in the seventh day there
shall be an holy convocation to you;
no manner of work shall be done in
them, save that which every man must
eat, that only may be done of you. And
ye shall observe the feast of unleav-
ened bread; for in this selfsame day
have | brought your armies out of the
land of Egypt: therefore shall ye ob-
serve this day in your generations by
an ordinance for ever. In the first
month, on the fourteenth day of the
month at even, yeshal | eat unleavened
bread, until the one and twentieth day
of the month at even. Seven days shall
there be no leaven found in your
houses: for whosoever eateth that
whichisleavened, eventhat soul shall
be cut off fromthe congregationofls
rael, whether he be a stranger, or
bornin the land. Ye shall eat nothing
leavened; inall your habitationsshall
ye eat unleavenedbread. ThenMoses
called for all the elders of Israel, and
said unto them, Draw out and take you
a lamb according to your families,
and kill the passover. And ye shall
take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in
the blood that is in the bason, and

strike the lintel and the two side posts
with theblood that isinthe bason; and
none of you shall go out at the door of
his house until the morning. For the
LORD will pass through to smite the
Egyptians;, and when he seeth the
blood upon the lintel, and on the two
side posts, the LORD will pass over
the door, and will not suffer the de-
stroyer to comein unto your housesto
smite you. And ye shall observe this
thing for an ordinance to thee and to
thy sonsfor ever. And it shall cometo
pass, when ye be come to the land
which the LORD will give you, ac-
cording as he hath promised, that ye
shall keep this service. And it shall
come to pass, when your children
shall say unto you, What mean ye by
thisser vice? That yeshall say, Itisthe
sacrifice of the LORD’S passover,
who passed over the houses of the
children of Israel in Egypt, when he
smote the Egyptians, and delivered
our houses. And the peoplebowedthe
head and worshipped. And the chil -
dren of Israel went away, and did as
the LORD had commanded Moses
and Aaron, so did they.” The blood
was applied in Egypt; they were not
baptized until three days after at the
Red Sea. “ And the children of Israel
went into the midst of the sea upon the
dry ground: and the waters were a
wall unto them on their right hand,
and on their left” (Exodus 14 :22);

“ And were all baptized unto Mosesin
the cloud and in the sea” (1 Cor.
10:2). In Rom. 4:1-25: “What shall
we say then that Abraham our father,
as per tainingtotheflesh, hath found?
For if Abraham were justified by
works, he hath whereof to glory; but
not before God. For what saith the
scripture? Abraham believed God,
and it was counted unto himfor righ-
teous ness. Now to himthat workethis
the reward not reckoned of grace, but
of debt. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on himthat justifieth the
ungodly, hisfaith is counted for righ-
teousness. Even as David also
describeththeblessedness of the man,
unto whom God imputeth righteous-
ness without works, Saying, Blessed
aretheywhoseiniqui tiesarefor given,
and whose sins are covered. Blessed
Is the man to whom the Lord will not
impute sin. Cometh this blessedness
then upon the circumcision only, or

upon the uncircumcision also? for we
say that faith was reckoned to Abra-
ham for righteousness. 0 How was it
then reckoned? when he was in cir -
cumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not
in circumcision, but in
uncircumcision. And he received the
sign of circumcision, a seal of the
righteousness of the faith which he
had yet being uncircumcised: that he
might be the father of all themthat be-
lieve, though they be not circumcised;

that righteousness might be imputed
unto them also: And the father of cir-
cumcision to them who are not of the
circumcision only, but who also walk
in the steps of that faith of our father
Abraham, which he had being yet
uncircumcised. For the promise, that
he should betheheir of theworld, was
not to Abraham, or to his seed,
through thelaw, but through therigh-
teousness of faith. For if they which
are of the law be heirs, faith is made
void, and the promisemade of noneef-
fect: Because the law worketh wrath:
for whereno lawis, thereisno trans-
gression. Thereforeitisoffaith, thatit
might be by grace; to the end the
promise might be sure to all the seed;
not to that only whichisof thelaw, but
to that also which is of the faith of
Abraham; who is the father of us all,
(Asitiswritten, | havemadetheeafa
ther of many nations,) before him
whom he believed, even God, who
guickeneth the dead, and calleth those
things which be not as though they
were. Who against hope believed in
hope, that he might become the father
of many nations, according to that
which was spoken, So shall thy seed
be. And being not weak in faith, he
considered not his own body now
dead, when he was about an hundred
years old, neither yet the deadness of
Sarah’s womb: He staggered not at
the promise of God through unbelief;



but was strong in faith, givinggloryto
God; And being fully persuaded that,

what he had promised, he was able
also to perform. And thereforeit was
imputed to him for righteousness.

Now it was not written for his sake
alone, that it was imputed to him; But
for us also, to whom it shall be im-

puted, if we believe on himthat raised
up Jesusour Lordfromthedead; Who
was delivered for our offences, and
was raised again for our justifica-

tion.” , Paul showsthat Abrahamand
David were justified by faith without
works; and that Abraham’sfaithin a
crucified and resurrected Christ was
thesamefaiththat wehavetoday. Y ou
ask how could Abraham’ sfaithbeina
crucified and resurrected Christ cen-

turiesbefore Hisbirth?In Rom. 4:17:

“ (Asit iswritten, | have made thee a
father of many nations,) before him
whom he believed, even God, who
guickeneth the dead, and calleth those
things which be not as though they
wer€’ Paul talksonthat very question.

8. “Does believing and obeying the
gospel make one aBaptist or smply a
Christian?’ Believingin Christ makes
him a disciple or Christian; obeying
God’ s command to be baptized God' s
way makes him a Baptist.

9. “Can aman be saved without be-
ing aChristian?’ Millions were saved
from Abel’s day on down who are

never caled Christians. Yet they be-
lieved in Christ and in that sense were
Christians. No man can be saved with-
out believinginChrist, but mil lionsof
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians
and others, will be in heaven who
never wore the name Christian.

10. “Can he be a Christian without
becomingaBaptist?’ Y es,hecanbea
Christian without belonging to any
church. All chil dren of God are Chris
tians whether they ever belong to any
church or not. We believe there are
Methodist Christians, Campbellite
Christians, andlotsof other Christians
who arenot Baptistsand never will be.
But they are some of thekind that Paul
sayswill besaved yet soasby firein 1
Cor. 3:10-15:“ Accordingtothegrace
of God which is given unto me, as a
wise masterbuilder, | have laid the
foundation, and another buildeth
thereon. But let every man take heed
how he buildeth thereupon. For other
foundation can no man lay than that is
laid, whichis Jesus Christ. Now if any
man build upon this foundation gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
stubble; Every man’s work shall be
made manifest: for the day shall de-
clare it, because it shall be revealed
by fire; and the fire shall try every
man’s work of what sort it is. If any
man’ swor k abide which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward.
If any man’ swork shall be burned, he

shall suffer loss: but he himself shall
be saved; yet so as by fire.”
11.“Dothesamestepsthat makeone
a Christian make him a Baptist, too?’
No. Repentance and faith makehim a
Christian; butittakesNew Testament
baptism to make him a Baptist.

12. “If the gospel only makes Chris-
tians, doesit not requiremorethanthe
gospel tomakeBaptists?’ TheGospel
only does not make Christians. Paul
said: “ For our gospel came not unto
you in word only, but also in power,
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance; as ye know what manner
of men we were among you for your
sake” (I Thess. 1.5). It takes the Gos-
pel and the Holy Spirit to make aman
aChristian. IttakesaBaptist preacher
and a New Testament church with
correct authority to make him a Bap-
tist.

13. “If aper son can be saved and be
comeaChristianwithout ‘joining’ the
Baptistchurch,isitnotunnecessary,a
useless ingtitution?” No. A man may
be born and live, as a savage used to
do, with out clothesall hislife, but that
does not prove that clothes are an un-
necessary or useless thing. A man
may live without hand or foot or eye
or ear, but that does not prove that
these are useless adjuncts to man’'s
anatomy. Baptist churches are the
most important institutions in this
world; for without them the truth

would fall to the ground, as they are
thepil lar and ground of truth: “ Butif |

tarrylong, that thou mayest know how
thou oughtest to behave thyself in the
house of God, which is the church of
the living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). Baptist
churches, useless institutions? Nay,
verily. They are the pil lar and ground
of the once delivered faith. They are
the custodians of the ordinances:
“Now | praise you, brethren, that ye
remember me in all things, and keep
the ordinances, as| delivered themto
you” (1 Cor. 11:2). They arethe only
institutions that are divine on this
earth. With out themMaitt. 16:18“ And
| say also unto thee, That thou art Pe-
ter, and upon thisrock | will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail againstit” hasfailed of ful fill-
ment. Baptist churchesaretheonly in
stitutions on this earth of which the
Lord Jesusis Head and who carry out
hislastcommissionasHegaveit. “ Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing themin the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever | have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway,

even unto the end of theworld. Amen”

(Matt. 28:19-20). Baptist churches do
not save anybody; but Baptist
churchesarethe only churcheson this
earth that re ceive no one but the saved



into their membership. Baptist
churches will not take anyone to
heaven, but a failure to belong to a
Baptist church will cause many saved
people to be “ called the least in the
kingdom of heaven:” (Matt:5:19)
when they get there, because of their
willful disobedi encetotheplaincom:
mands of their Lord. Alexander
Campbell said in his debate with
McCalla: “From the Apostolic age to
the present time, the sentiments of
Baptists and their practice of baptism
have had a continued chain of advo-
cates, and public monuments of their
existenceinevery century can be pro-
duced.” If Mr. Campbell told the
truth, then this world would be with-
out New Testament baptism and New
Testament churches, if it werenot for
the Baptists. Mr. Campbell was not a
Baptist when he used those words.

14. “And if no referenceto the Bap-
tist church can be found in the New
Testament,isitnotanunscriptural in-
stitution without Bible authority for
its existence?” Wrong again, Be
loved. There were no other churches
in New Testament days but Baptist
churches. A. Campbell well and truly
said: “The church at Jerusalem was a
Baptist church; the church at Samaria
was a Baptist church.”

15. “Is not the Baptist church a hu-
man organization deriving its name
from, and built upon, the ordinance of

baptism?’ No. The name Baptist
came from heaven, for God called
John a Baptist. Baptist churches are
built upon the onetrue and tried foun-
dation. Jesus Chrigt, that the gates of
hell cannot shake. “ And | say also
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon thisrock | will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail
againstit” (Matt. 16:18).

16. “How then can it be the *house-
hold of God' or church of the New
Testament, which is built upon the
foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
chief corner stone?’ Easily. Baptist
alone claim Jesus Christ as the
Founder and Head of their churches.
All others have human heads and hu-
man founders. Baptists alone demand
that every one received into their fel-
lowship shall acknowledge the Lord-
ship of Jesus and that Heis Head over
all things to His churches today.
Campbellites have ruling elders
usurping the Headship of Christ; and
invest their ministry with episcopal
authority in receiving members,
thereby destroy ingthedemocracy and
brother hoodof theirmembers. Baptist
only acknowledge the headship of
Christ in al things.

17. “1f John the Baptist founded the
Baptist church, are not Baptists the
disciples of John, instead of Christ 7
No, indeed. John did not found any -

thing. He only prepared the material
out of which the Lord Jesus built His
own church. No Baptist contends that
John founded a church. Jesus did that
Himsealf.

18. “AsBaptistsclaimtotaketheBi-
ble as their rule of faith and practice,
why do they persist in such unscrip-
tural teaching and practice as the fol -
lowing:

(D). “Exhort sinners to the mourners’
bench to get religion?” Most of them
don’t do it. Those who do, do so for
the same reason that Philip joined
himself to the chariot of theEthi opian
Eunuch, namely, to instruct or teach
the sinner how to be saved.

(2). “Declare fedings to be the evi-
denceof sinsfor given?’ Because God
says so. God says we know we have
passed from death unto life because
we love. Love is more than feeling,
but love has “feelings’; and the man
who loves, feels it. We believein a
salvation that is better felt than told,
too. Thechild of God can feel apeace
that “passeth understanding” a “joy
unspeak able,” anda‘“lovethat passeth
knowledge,” but he can't tell the
height nor depth nor length nor
breadth of any of these experiences.
We are sure we know some
Campbellites, who have the same
kind of salvation we have, namely,
one they can feel; and we are awfully
sorry for therest of them, who haven’t

got that kind.

(3). “Ingst that we are justified by
faith alone, that baptism has nothing
to do with remission of sins, that it in
no wise concerns our salvation ?’
Right there our good Campbellite
friend getsdown to the milk in the co-
conut. Baptiststeachthat wearesaved
before and without baptism; while
Campbellites teach no baptism, no
salvation. This man is honest enough
to teach old fashioned Campbellism,
which some of them now try to deny.
Baptists don’'t connect baptism with
the procuring or appropriating or the
assurance of salvation as do real
Campbellites, because to do so would
make salvation or the new birth to de-
pend on “thewill of theflesh” (i. e. the
will of the man himself) and the “will
of man” (i. e. the will of the baptizer),
when in John 1:13: “ Which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.” Jesus Christ says plainly that
the new birth is neither of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man. We
don’t connect baptism with salvation
be causethe onebook intheNew Tes
tament written to sinners, the Gospel
of John, does not mention baptism in
connection with the instruction given
by JesusChristtoanyinquirer. It does
mention faith every time. Baptists do
not connect baptism with salvation
becausethey believethat sal vationde



pends wholly upon the finished work
of Christ which does not need to be
plussed by any sacrament of churchor
priest. As H. T. Anderson well said
“Baptism for the remissions of sinsis
essentially Romish.” Baptists wear
none of thetoggery or tinsel of Rome.
Campléllites get their church salva
tion, baptismal regeneration, baptism
for (inorder to) the remission of sins,
their teachings that baptism and com-
munion are sacraments that confer
graceonthosewhoreceivethem, their
weekly communionandtheir oneman
reception of members from the Ro-
man Cath olic church, not fromtheBi-
ble.

(4).“InvitepeopletojointheBaptist
Church?’ For the same reason that
Paul attempted to join the church at
Jerusalem, namely because they can’t
get in the Church of Christ without
joining it. “And when Saul was come
to Jerusalem, he assayed to join him-
self to the disciples: but they were all
afraid of him, and believed not that he
wasadisciple” (Acts 9:26).

(5).“Call thechurchto gether to hear
people relate their experience and
then vote asto whether or not they are
fit subjects for baptism?’ Because the
apostles so practiced. “ Can any man
forbid water, that these should not be
baptized, which have received the
Holy Ghost as well as we?” (Acts
10:47). Because Paul taught the

churchesto do so. “ Him that is weak
in the faith receive ye, but not to
doubtful disputations’” (Rom.14:1)
and “ Sufficient to such a man is this
punishment, which was inflicted of
many. So that contrariwise ye ought
rather to forgive him, and comfort
him, lest per haps such aone should be
swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.
Wherefore | beseech you that ye
would confirmyour lovetoward him’

(I1 Cor. 2:6-8). And also be cause Bap-
tist churches are pure democracies
and the only way to ascertain the will
of a democracy is by a vote. Monar-
chies, oligarchies, plutocracies, bu-
reaucracies and aristocracies can
settle things by ruling elders or a
bishop or a pastoral boss, but democ-
racies let the people vote to settle
things.

(6). “Baptize into Baptist church.”
BecausePaul said: “ For by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have
been all madeto drinkinto one Spirit”
(1 Cor. 12:13). The church at Corinth
was abody of Christ: “ Now yearethe
body of Christ, and members in par-
ticular” (1 Cor. 12:27). Every local
Baptist church on earth today is a
body of Christ. He has no other kind
onthisearthtoday. Webaptizepeople
into Baptist churches because God
told usto do so.

(7). “Close communion, etc., etc.?’
We teach close communion, etc.,
whatever etc. includes, because the
Scriptures so teach. A Campbell said
open communion is both unreason-
able and unscriptural. So said J. W.
McGarvey and all other Campbellites
of recognized scholarship. “ For first
of all, when ye come together in the
church, | hear that there be divisions
amongyou; and | partly believeit. For
there must be also heresies among
you, that they which are approved
may be made manifest among you.
When ye come together thereforeinto
one place, thisisnot to eat theLord*s
supper” (1 Cor. 11:18-20) shows con-
clusively thatif therearesectsor di vi-
sionsor heresiespresent at thelLord's
table you can’t eat the Lord’ s supper.
Itisno longer the Lord’ stable but the
table of men or of demons. God's al-
ternative is close communion or none
at all.

19.“WhereintheNew Testamentdo
you find authority for these things?’
All Scripture references bearing on
doctrine, polity or ordinances of the
New Testament churches plainly
teach that the once delivered faith is
the faith now taught and practiced by
the Baptists. Given an open Bible and
an open mind and a new heart and a
Baptist will be the sure result.

20. “Baptists are unscriptural in
name, doctrineand practice, why bea

Baptist? Wrong again, neighbor. |
am a Baptist because they are scrip-
tura in origin, name, doctrine, faith
andpractice. Thefirst New Testament
preacher, JohntheBaptist, wasaBap-
tist preacher. The material out of
which Jesus Christ organized His
church was prepared by this Baptist
preacher and was therefore baptist
material. The church organized by Je-
sus Christ out of the material was the
Baptist Church. The only time all
three persons of the Godhead ever
manifested their presence on earth
wasat aBaptistbaptism. Mat 3:16,17:
“ And Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up straightway out of the water:
and, lo, the heav enswer e opened unto
him, and he saw the Spirit of God de-
scending like a dove, and lighting
upon him: And o a voice from heaven,
saying, This is my beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.” No man
could be one of the twelve except one
who was baptized by the first Baptist
preacher. “Wherefore of these men
which have companied with us all the
time that the Lord Jesus went in and
out among us, Beginning from the
baptism of John, unto that same day
that he was taken up fromus, must one
be ordained to be a witness with us of
hisresurrection” (Acts 1:21-22).
The only churches that have stood
for the promise in Matt. 16:18 to this
good hour have been Baptist



churches. “ And | say also unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock | will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.” to this good hour have been Bap-
tist churches. As Y peij and Dermout,
who were not Baptists, well said:
“Baptists may be considered as the
only Christian community which has
stood since the apostles, and, as a
Christian society, has preserved pure
the doctrine of the Gospel through all
ages.” | am aBaptistbecausetheNew
Testament is a Baptist Book written
by Baptists, for Baptist and to Bap-
tists: and put in the hands of an
open-minded inquirer it will make a
Baptist out of him. | am a Baptist be-
cause the great commission is a Bap-
tist document. It puts the emphasis or
accent where none but Baptists put it,
namely, on making men disciples or
Christians before baptism. Then it
commands all Christians to be bap-
tized as Christ Himself was, namely,
by a Baptist preacher. And finally, in
contradistinctiontomodernUnionists
and Fundamentalists, it commandsall
those who love the Lord to obey Him
inall things,thenonessentials, aswell
asthe essentials.

| am a Baptist because Baptist
churches are the only ones that come
up to the following tests of the New
Testament churches, namely they
were founded by the Lord Jesus Him-

self; have had an unbroken perpetuity
and a wilderness history; Christ the
only Lawgver, Head and Lord; doc-
trinal conformity to the New Testa-
ment model; missionary activities,
and have been the sect everywhere
spoken against for 1900 years.

With “meekness and fear,” and yet
with cordial good will and sincerere-
gard for al with whom we differ, we
have given an answer to the questions
asked asto the once delivered faith. If
God should useit to bring one honest
inquirer to the unity of faith and the
fitly joining of such an one to a body
of Christ or for the establishing in the
faith of some who are already in such
a body, we shall be greatly rejoiced;
for as John said: “| rgoiced greatly
that | found of thy chil drenwalkingin
truth, as we have received a com-
mandment from the Father” (11 John
1:4).





