1. A believer in Christ should join a

Baptist church because Jesus built
a Baptist church

God prepared aBaptist preacher, Johnthe Baptist, to
teachandbaptize(immerse) believ ers. Jesusendorsed
the message and bap tism of thisfirst Baptist.

Mat thew 3:1 In those days came John the Bap tist, preaching
inthewil der nessof Judaea, ... 13 Then cometh Je susfrom
Gal i leeto Jor dan unto John, to be bap tized of him... 15 And
Jesusanswer ing said unto him, Suffer ittobesonow: for thus
itbecomethustoful fil all righteousness. Thenhesuf feredhim.

Jesus established His firgt church during the days of

Hisper sona ministry. Jesuspromised that Hiskind of

baptizing church would continue throughout history.
Thisteachingisreferred to asBaptistchurchper petuity.
Jesuscom missioned and authorized Histypeof church
to teach and bap tize in His power. Since founded by Je-
sus, the Lord's kind of Baptist churches have existed
throughout dl history. Mat thew16:18 And | [ Jesus] say also
unto thee, That thou art Peter [ petros, small rock], and upon
thisrock [petra, large rock] | will build my church; and the
gatesof hell shall not prevail againgtit...28: 16 Thentheeleven
disci pleswentawayintoGal i leg,intoamountainwhereJJesus

had ap pointed them. ... 18 And Je suscame and spake unto them,
say ing, All power isgiven unto mein heaven and in earth. 19

Go yetherefore, and teach all nations, bap tizing themin the
name of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20
Teaching themto ob serve all thingswhat so ever | have com
manded you: and, lo, | amwith you al way, even unto the end of
the world. Amen. Acts 16:5 And so were the churches estab
lished inthefaith, and in creased in number daily.
Jesusbaptizedthefirst churchintheHoly Spiritand
publically displayedHisap proval of churchwor ship
and ser viceontheday of Pentecost. Thisbaptismand

accompanyingmiracleswererepeatedtoauthenti cate
missionstothe Gentiles. Acts 2:1 And when the day of
Pen te cost was fully come, they wereall with oneac cordin
oneplace. 2 And sud denly there came a sound from heaven
asof arushing mighty wind, andit filled all the housewhere
they were sit ting. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost... 11:15 And as | be gan to speak, the Holy Ghost fell
onthem, asonusat thebeginning. 16 Thenremembered| the
word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeedbaptized
with wa ter; but ye shall be bap tized with the Holy Ghost.
TheLord’ sfirst churchwascom prised of believ ers
taught and baptized by John the Baptist, apreacher
sent from God. Thesefirst church mem berswerethe
Apostles who were Baptists in beief, practice, and
baptism. Matthias, the replacement for Judas, was
also Baptistic. 1 Cor. 12:28 And God hath set somein the
church, first apostles... Acts 1: 22 Be gin ning from the bap

tism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from
us, must onebeor dainedto beawit nesswith usof hisresur

rection... 26 and thelot fell upon Matthias; and hewasnunmt
bered with the eleven apostles.
Baptism (immersion) pictures the gospd of Chrigt,
thedeath of thebelievertosin, and new lifein Christ.
1Corinthi ans15:1Moreover, brethren, | declareuntoyou
thegospel...3howthat Christ diedfor our sinsaccordingto
the scrip tures; 4 And that he was bur ied, and that herose

againthethird dayaccordingtothescriptures. Romans6:4
Thereforewearebur iedwithhimbybaptismintodeath: that

likeas Christ wasraised up fromthe dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in new ness of life... 11
Like wise reckon ye also your selvesto be dead in deed unto
sin, but alive unto God through Je sus Christ our Lord.
ThenameBaptistisfound 15timesinthe New Tes-

tament and baptized convertshad Baptist beliefsand
Baptist baptism. Luke7:28 For I say unto you, Among those
that are born of women thereisnot a greater prophet than
JohntheBaptist... Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly re ceived
hisword werebap tized: and the sameday therewereadded
unto them about three thousand souls... 47 And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved.
In the New Testament, all churches were Baptistic

inteaching and bap tism, and therewasno needfor de-
nominational names. These churches were Baptist
churchesand wereidenti fied by theareain whichthe
churches were located. Baptistteachingsand Baptist
baptismcontinuedex ceptfor her esiesspreadinglike
weeds. For ex ample, twelvemenin Ephesushadfalse
baptism but they claimed they had John’s baptism.
How ever, they knew nothing of theHoly Spirit whom
John preached.  Mat thew 3:111 [John]indeed baptizeyou
with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is
mightier than |, whose shoes| amnot wor thy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghogt, and with fire. Acts 19:1
...Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to
Ephesus: andfinding cer taindisci ples, 2 Hesaid unto them,
Haveyere ceived the Holy Ghost since ye be lieved? And they
said unto him, We have not so much asheard whether therebe
any Holy Ghost. 3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were
yebap tized? And they said, Unto John’sbap tism. 4 Then said
Paul, Johnver ilybaptizedwiththebaptismof repentance, say*
ing unto the peaple, that they should believe on him which
should come af ter him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they
heard this, they were bap tized in the name of the Lord Je sus.
Near the end of thefirst century, God used John the
Apostle to describe the spiritual decline in five of
seven Baptist churchesin AsiaMi nor. Je suswarned
the five errant churches that they would cease to be

His churches if their er rorswerenot cor rected.
Rev. 1: 20 ...the seven can dlestickswhich thou sawest arethe
seven churches... 2:5 Remember therefore from whence
thou art fallen, and re pent, and do thefirst works; or elsel
will comeuntotheequickly, andwill removethy candlestick
out of his place, ex cept thou re pent... 3:22 Hethat hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

2. A believer in Christ should join a

Baptist church because a Biblical
church isa Baptist assembly

Biblical churches are local assemblies that are
Baptiticinteachingandbaptism. EachBaptist churchis

commissionedby Jesuswithamissiontoevangelizeand
establishother Baptist churchesof likeor der andfaith.

Mat. 28:18 And Je sus came and spake unto them, say ing, All
power isgiven unto mein heavenandin earth. 19 Go yethere

fore, andteach all nations, baptizingtheminthenameof theFa
ther, and of the Son, and of theHoly Ghost: Acts1:8 Butyeshall

receve power, af ter that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and

ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all

Judaea, andin Samaria, anduntotheut ter most part of theearth.
Each Baptist churchisacom pleteautonomous, in-

digenous body of Christ with Jesus as her head.
Ephe sians 1:22 And hath put all things un der his[Jesus']

feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth
all inall. Colossians 1: 18 And heisthe head of the body, the
church: who isthe be gin ning, thefirst born fromthe dead;
that in all thingshe might havethe preemi nence.

Each Baptigt church is the house of God. A Baptist
churchisthepil lar andgroundfor preser vationof theBi-

ble, God's Truth. 1 Tim. 3:15 .. that thou mayest know how
thou oughtest to behavethy selfinthehouseof God, whichisthe

church of theliving God, the pil lar and ground of the truth.

3. A believer in Christ should join a
Baptist church because Jesus prom-
ised that Baptist churches would
continue throughout history

Throughout history, Baptist churcheshavetaught and
baptizedbeliev ersand or ganizedthemintonew Baptist
churches. In this process, BaptistsdistributedtheBi ble
in copied and trandated forms throughout the world.
Baptiststranslated and spreadthe Bi bleto peopleintheir
own lan guages. Matthew 16:18 ... [Jesus] will build my

church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

TheBi blehastrav eled through thecenturiesonthe
Royal Highway of the Trail of Blood, the history of
Baptist churches, so called because over 50 million
Baptists and dissenters were killed by Roman and
Protestant catholics. Inspiteof ter ri bleper secutions,
Baptist churches continued to send missionaries to
spread the Word of God. Acts 13:49 And theword of the

Lordwaspublished through out all theregion.

Since Jesus started His first church, Baptigts (with
various nicknames) have continued throughout the
centuries, tak ingtheWord of God wher ever they went

andestablishing churchesinthefaith. They werecalled
her eticsand Anabaptists(Greek, re-immersers) by Ro-
man and Orthodox Cathalics, Protestants, and other
man-made churches because they refused to accept
bap tismsof thesefalse churches. Anabapttist churches
used the Bible as the standard for life and baptizedall

believ erswhohad questionablebaptisms.
Acts2:41 Then they that gladly re ceived hisword were bap-

tized: and the same day there were added unto them about
three thou sand souls. 16:5 And so werethe churches estab-

lishedinthefaith, and in creased in number daily.

M ontanist (mean ing mountainpeople) Baptists of
Phrygia(2nd century), led by Montanusand Tertullian,
spread through out AsiaMi nor.

Novatian Baptists(3rd century), namedfor their pas
tor, Novatian (Roman philosopher converted in 250
A.D.), spread throughout the Roman Empire from Ar-
meniato Spain, andintothegreet citiesof Constanti no-
ple, Alexandria, Carthage, and Rome. They were
numerous in Phrygia where Montanists joined them.

Donatis Baptistsof North Africa(4th-7thcenturies),
named for their pastor, Donatus, spread through out North
Af ricain an area2000 mileslong (Egypt tothe At lantic)
by 300 mileswide(Medi ter ranean Seato the desert).

Paulician Baptists of Armenia (7th-12th centuries)
wereknownfor their loveof Paul’ sEpistles. Their pastor,
Silvanus, cdledhisfol low ersPaulinecongregations.

AlbigenseBaptists of Albi, France (11th-13th cen
turies), inthePyr eneesMountainswereevangelized
by the Paulicians of Asia. They spread throughout
Franceandltaly.

Paterine Baptists, also called Cathari (Latin,
catharoi meaning pure ones), flourishedinltaly, France
and more especidly in the South of France (11th-13th
centuries). They wereevan gelized by the Pauliciansof
Asa PaterineBaptiststook inthedaughtersof indi gent
noblemen and edu cated theminthe Scriptures.

Petrobrussian Baptists of Southern France (12th
century) werenamed for their pastor, Peter de Bruys,
who was suc ceeded by Henry of Lusanne, It aly, and
eventually becameknownasHenricians. TheseBap-
tists spread to Swit zer land with the Word of God.

Arnoldist Baptists of Italy (12th century) were
named for their pastor, Arnold of Brescia, great
teacher of soul-liberty who wasmar tyred for thefaith.
Theyevangelized Switzerland.

Waldense or Vaudois (varied spellings from the
Latin vallismeaningdwell ersinval leys) Baptists of
Swit zer land and of the Al pine (Al ps) of the Piedmont



regionof Italy (12th-13thcenturies) wereled by Peter
Waldo. Waldensian Baptists taught that the Holy
Scriptures are the highest stan dard of judg ment, the
onlyauthoritative rule of faith.

Waldense Baptists spread themselves and their
teachings all over Europe and England in the 12th

century A.D. Their spiritual descendantsinthe 14th
century becameteachersof Wick liffeand hisfol low-

ers. Over half the peopleof England whofol lowed
Wickliffe' steachingbecameBaptists.
Anabaptistsof theRef or mation Periodin Europeand

England (16th-17th centu ries) taught that the Scrip tures

aretheonly author ity inmat tersof faithand practice.
[Anabaptists] sent forth a multitude of missionaries so that
Melancthoscould say that they went wherenoevangel i cal, Lu

theran and Zwinglian, had penetrated... For ahundredyears
Swit zer land wasdrained of her sturdy sons, whoin great num
bers braved the loss of their goods and the long journey
through hostileter ri tory and the price set upon their headsby
the Bavar ian dukesin or der to reach Moravia, where they

might enjoy some little freedom to worship God. From
Moravia, they sent out missionar iesin scoresto all partsof
Ger many, Tyrol and Swit zer land, toHungary, Slesaand Pe
land, who took their livesintheir handsthat they might preach
the word of their Redeemer and raise up churches to his
praise... [Anabaptists| were the most deter minedcol porteurs
andmissionar iesthroughout Europe. Theonlyrefer encel have

found to any hea then land | have given in Armitage, wherethe
persecuted flock think of set tling in Amer ica among “ thered

Jews Columbus has just discovered.” This was in
1524...(Jarrell’ sBaptist Church Per petuity, p. 189-190).

WelchBaptists of Wales claim continuous exis
tencefrom ap ostolictimesto the present.

Theywould haveor der and no con fu sion—theword of God
their only rule.. The Olchon Bap tists must have beena sep a

ratepeople, maintainingtheor der of theNew Testamentin
everygener ationfromtheyear 63tothepresenttime(Davis

History of Welsh Bap tists, p. 19)

Baptistsimmi gratedto Americatospreadthemission
ary Gospel of Chrigt, or ganizenew Baptist churches, and
teach God's Word to the people. Baptist churches con-
tinuetosendmissionariesthroughouttheworldgivingthe
Bibleto thepeo plein their own lan guages.

4. A believer in Christ should join a
Baptist church because all other

churches are man-made organiza-
tions and not true Biblical churches

Following the first century, some Baptist churches
developed such grave errorsthat their candlestick was
removed and they ceased to be the Lord's churches.

Rev. 2:5 Remem ber there fore fromwhencethou art fallen,

and repent, and do the first works; or else | will come unto
theequickly, andwill removethy candlestick out of hisplace,
exceptthourepent.

Theseer rant churcheschanged themodeof baptism
from immersion to pouring and sprinkling, and re-
placed the gospel of grace with a gospel of
works-salvation. In the fourth century, Roman Em-
peror Constatine united these er rant churcheswith his
pagan government and formed a universa (Latin,
catholic) visiblechurchwhich claimedtoex clusively
include al believers. Baptist churches were cruelly
per secuted by thegovernmental catholicchurches. As
time passed, this errant catholic church divided into
thestateorthodox catholicchurchesincludingtheRo-
man Catholics, Greek Orthodox Catholics, Russan
Orthodox Catholics, Egyptian Coptic Catholics,etc.
All of theseman-madecath olicchurchescommanded
armies in crusadesagainstBaptists.

Baptists continued to witness and some catholics
began to study the Bi ble. Many cath o licswere con-
verted and joined Baptist churches. Some Roman
catholiclead erstrustedin Christ but loved the power
andwealththat gov ernmental connectionsgavethem.
Theselead ersremained catholicsbut protested many
of theabusiveerrorsof cathol i cism. Theseprotestors
became known as the Protestants. They established
man-madechurchesandretained muchcatholicerror.
TheProt estantsmodi fiedtheir def i ni tionof a church
to include a catholic (universal) invisiblebody com-
prisingall believ ers. Notethat the Bi blenever identi-
fiesachurchascatholic (uni ver sa).

Man-made Protestant churches in cludethefol low -

ing: (2) Lutheran Church started in about 1520 by Mar tin Lu-
ther inGer many; (2) Churchof England (Episcopal Church
in Amer ica) started in about 1534 by King Henry VIII; (3)
Presbyterian Church startedin about 1536 by John Cal vin;

(4) Con gregational Church started in about 1580 by John
Brown; (5) Meth od ist Church started in about 1740 by John

Wesley; (6) var i ouschar ismaticchurches(Pentacostalism,
Assemblies of God, Churches of God, etc.) were founded by
Protestant preachersintheconfusionanddespair fol lowing
the U.S. Civil War and World War | in the late 1800's and
early 1900's; (7) Campbellite churches (Church of Christ,
Christian Church, Disci plesof Christ) startedinabout 1827
by Alexander Campbdll; and (8) many other Protestant
churches.

Theer ror of Protestant cathol i cismhasresultedinso
many man-made Protestant churches that they are too
numerous to name. None of these man-made churches
areBibli cal churches. Atbest, they aresocial or gani zar
tionswhich try to serve God in their own way with their

ownor gani zationsandnot accordingto Scripturd truth.

5. A believer in Christ should join a

Baptist church because Baptist
churches help others learn all of
God' struth

Jesus commissioned Baptist churchesto teach and bap-
tizebeliev ers; Matt. 28:19 Go yetherefore, and teach all nations,
bap tizing themin the name of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of
theHoly Ghost: 20 Teachingthemto ob serveall thingswhat sa
ever | havecommanded you: and, lo, | amwithyou al way, even
unto theend of theworld. Amen. Jude 1:3 ...yeshould ear nestly
con tend for the faith which was once deliv ered unto the saints.
Baptigsrejoicewhenever Chrigtispreachedby what ever
sect or denomination. Baptigs rgoice when any soul is
saved. How ever, Bap tissmust not ecumenicalizeor cont
promisewithman-madechurches. Compromisewither ror
will not f fect eter nd sal vation of your soul, but it will af-
fect your reward from God. Matt. 5:19 Whosoever therefore
shall break oneof thesel east command ments, and shall teachmen
0, heshall be called theleast in the king dom of heaven: but whe

s0 ever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in
the king dom of heaven. 1 Cor. 3:13 Ev ery man'swork shall be

made mani fest... and thefire shall try ev ery man'swork of what
sortitis 14 1f any man'swork abidewhich hehath built thereupon,

heshall receiveareward. 15 If any man'swork shall be burned,
heshall suffer loss: buthehimself shall besaved; yet soashyfire.
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Five reasons why
a believer in Christ
should join a
Baptist church

By Dr. Gail E. Terrell

GRACE
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Opportunities For Wor ship

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:45a.m.

Worship Service 10:45a.m.
EveningSer vice 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Midweek Ser vice 7:00 p.m.

NurseryProvided Each Ser vice

Grace Baptist Church

Pastor Keith Kinder
2630 Hamilton-M asonRoad

Hamilton (Indian Springs), Ohio 45011
Telephone 513-844-1800

We will bring you to church in our Van!!

Call TODAY for aride!!
072599
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Pastor Keith Kinder




